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Mother’s Day
Last week the Royal family, along with the rest of the world, welcomed a 
new baby to their fold – Master Archie Harrison Mountbatten-Windsor. I 
am sure that both Meghan Markle and Prince Harry are enjoying the first 
few days and weeks of new parent life. Snuggles, feeds, more snuggles 
and the wonderful pleasure of that new “baby bubble”. 

With Mother’s Day occurring last week, it made me reflect upon the 
societal and social pressures of parenthood and in particular being a 
“Mum” in today’s age. From routines, to feeding, to the latest toys and 
gadgets, to ‘wear’ or to hold, to which type of nappies you should be using. 
Everyone has an opinion or a story to share with you and your family. It 
is these earthly worries and pressures that can distract you from those 
precious moments with your child and to make time for yourself. 

“The faithful love of the Lord never ends, His mercies never cease. Great is his 
faithfulness; his mercies begin afresh each morning”. ~ Lamentations 3: 22-23

God wants us to pause, to enjoy the moments we are in and to take 
pleasure in his treasures. 

So Mums, caregivers – whomever this applies to and whatever role you 
play in your family, Mother’s Day – or whichever day you can - Take some 
time out; stop, pray and smell the roses. Relish in God’s creation and 
endless love. You are amazingly made and loved!

Submitted by Claire Fisher

Upcoming Events
WEEK 3
THU 16 MAY
• NAPLAN

THU 16-17 MAY
• Year 4 Camp

FRI 17 MAY
• Walk Safely to School Day
• Assembly - Rec Gracey

WEEK 4
MON 20 MAY
• Tri Skills (R-2)

TUES 21 MAY
• Athletics Metro Championships

WED 22 MAY
• Chapel 9:00am - Pastor Greg
• Music is Fun incursion

THU 23 MAY
• Year 5 incursion – “Litter Less”
• Pasty Bake

FRI 24 MAY
• Assembly - 1 Lethborg
• SHED MEN GO BUSH

WEEK 5
MON 27 MAY
• Tri Skills (R-2)

WED 29 MAY
• Chapel 9:00am

THU 30 MAY
• Year 1 Excursion - Prospect

FRI 31 MAY
• Assembly - Year 1 Fyffe
• School Disco



INSPIRE photos featured this week:
• Senior Travel Expo

From the Principal
IMPORTANT EVENTS AND TRAFFIC NEWS
Term 2 is shaping up to be a great term for events 
for us. Some are exciting ones, such as Grandfriends’ 
Day and School Disco, and some are events that 
require attention to detail from our families, such as 
our official school photographs. As you read Inspire, 
please be sure to read information regarding these 
events carefully to ensure that things run as smoothly 
as they can. If you are the family member who receives 
Inspire, please forward to other family members to 
ensure that they have the relevant information too. Our 
traffic information is relevant to anybody who collects 
students and this may include grandparents and family 
friends. Thank you for helping us to share school 
information with our community!

STAFFING NEWS
Last week I shared that Ida Parry will be finishing her 
time as LSO at St Paul. This week I can announce that 
Louise Porter has accepted to take up this LSO position 
for the remainder of 2019. Louise spent some time in 
our school in 2018 for a short term contract and we are 
looking forward to having her join our team for a longer 
term this year. Louise will have a handover day with Ida 
in Week 5, and begins her role in Week 6 of this term.

Leila Mattner|Principal

From the Deputy Principal
U.S STUDY TOUR: HIGH TECH HIGH ELEMENTARY 
In 2015, a documentary titled ‘Most Likely to Succeed’ 
questioned why an educational system developed over 
a century ago during the peak of the industrial age, 
was still relevant. The documentary used a school in 
San Diego, High Tech High, as an example of what is 
possible when schools look at the needs of students 
in the modern world and modify the way education 
is delivered. This film struck a nerve in the world of 
education. Here at St Paul we showed the documentary 
to staff and held an open viewing for parents. 

Unfortunately the focus of the debate and examples in 
the film specifically relate to secondary education. 

Since the success of the documentary and the notoriety 
it created for High Tech High, a number of new 
campuses have been developed, including primary 
schools, or ‘elementary schools’. So after four days in 
Texas at W.I.D.E School in Houston, Carly Bergen, Leila 
Mattner, Jess Robinson and myself travelled to San 
Diego to see what the High Tech High model of learning 
looks like in a primary school setting. 

Firstly, visiting a school for a couple of hours is very 
different to embedding yourself in a school’s culture 
for four days. But straight away a different approach 
was on display as the first part of our tour was led 
by 3 students from Year 3 and 4. These students 
understood the school and its philosophy and were 
able to articulate this clearly. At first they referred 
to their notes but as the tour went on, it became 
a conversation, or in the words of the students, ‘a 
discourse’. 

The approach at the school is very similar to St Paul 
in many ways. Highly integrated curriculum, big 
projects and hands on learning. In fact, the model was 
almost entirely identical to the one presented in the 
documentary, just pitched to younger students. These 
younger students were using 3D printers and laser 
cutters regularly and not only hosting expos at their 
school, but hosting them at public events. A Year 2 class 
for example was doing some work on local endangered 
species and their ‘expo’ was to be held at the San Diego 
Zoo at the opening of a new exhibit for local animals. 

Similarly to W.I.D.E there was a real focus on students 
understanding themselves, and each other, as learners. 
The two schools also share a focus on skills and 
dispositions over curriculum and students seeing how 
their work relates to real world problems. The key at 
these two schools seems to be on a greater connection 
with outside experts and contexts and this is certainly a 
challenge that we are keen to explore at St Paul. 

Next week, I’ll write about our experiences at 
Design39Campus in San Diego; the only public school 
we visited. 



NAPLAN
Year 3 and 5 students are undertaking NAPLAN testing 
this week. I congratulate them on the way they have 
handled the public discourse that takes place around 
these tests and the change to their normal routines. As 
the parent of a Year 3 and a Year 7 taking the tests this 
week, I have barely mentioned the tests to my children 
and yet both have stated their anxiety around the 
experience. If you have children in a NAPLAN year level, 
it is worth considering how you talk about NAPLAN with 
your child, how you discuss your expectations and most 
importantly, how/ if you will share the results of tests 
with them later this year.

UNSW COMPETITIONS
In recent years, the amount of students participating in 
UNSW competitions has been increasing. In 2019 the 
format and delivery of these competitions has changed 
to an online format, with all tests being completed over 
the space of a week or so in the same way NAPLAN 
is conducted. This is because these tests are being 
positioned as a secondary data set to NAPLAN, with 
schools being encouraged to enter whole cohorts 
rather than individual students. 

This has ramifications for how these tests can be 
facilitated and for the amount of class time students 
miss in a short space of time. For this reason, some 
schools are choosing not to participate in these 
competitions moving forward. As registration is now 
also completed much later in the year, we have some 
time to consider how St Paul addresses these issues. 
If you have any feedback please email me with your 
thoughts (jfay@stpaulba.sa.edu.au)

WELLBEING AND HOUSE STRUCTURES
 “Teachers are the guardians of spaces that allow 
students to breathe and be curious and explore 
the world and be who they are without suffocation. 
Students deserve one place where they can rumble 
with vulnerability and their hearts can exhale. And 
what I know from the research is that we should never 
underestimate the benefit to a child of having a place 
to belong—even one—where they can take off their 
armour. It can and often does change the trajectory of 
their life.” Brené Brown

Last year in this column, I asked for feedback around 
our ‘House Structures’. Essentially at St Paul we have 
three Sports Day teams (known as Houses) that spend 
very little time with each other outside of Term 1. Last 
year we began trialling students spending time together 
more regularly in vertical groups and this continued 
in Term 1 this year in Sports Day teams. Wellbeing 
continues to be a major focus in strategic planning and 
the idea of students having a sense of belonging to a 
smaller community within the larger St Paul community 
will be a large part of this. Later this term I will work 
with our Year 6s to explore this issue and seek their 
input and guidance. 

To assist with this, I once again ask for any input from 
the wider community around how this will work. If you 
have any thoughts on how this can work or what this 
should/could look like, please email me jfay@stpaulba.
sa.edu.au.

Jason Fay|Deputy Principal

From the Wellbeing Leader
CARPARK IMPORTANT INFORMATION
As the weather starts to get cold and rainy, it is 
imperative that parents/caregivers are able to access 
the carpark on the tennis court, especially at the end 
of the day. Beginning next week, the end of the 
driveway will be inaccessible until 3:10pm. This will 
allow cars to park on the tennis court and avoids a line-
up of cars on Audrey avenue. Thankyou in anticipation 
for understanding.

MOTHER’S DAY STALL
A HUGE thank you to Maryanne Campbell-Hand and 
our wonderful parent volunteers for the organisation 
of the Mother’s Day Stall last Thursday morning. This 
was a special opportunity for children to purchase from 
an array of beautiful gifts for their mums and special 
females in their life. We are truly blessed to have an 
amazing group of volunteers who give up their time to 
support our school community.



SCHOOL DISCO- FRIDAY 31 MAY IN THE SCHOOL HALL
Ticket order forms for our School Disco have been 
sent home. Rec-2 5:30pm-6:45pm and Year 3-Year 
6 7:00pm-8:15pm. All tickets are $5 and a meal deal 
(pizza, chips and pop top) for $5. We are still after a 
number of volunteers to help with supervision. If you 
are a registered volunteer and are able to help at either 
session, please email Carly cbergen@stpaulba.sa.edu.
au 

GRANDFRIENDS’ DAY
(Year 3-6) Friday June 7 9:00am-11:00am

Invitations for the Year 3-6 Grandfriends’ Day will be 
sent home soon. We kindly ask that all RSVPs are 
returned back to school by Monday June 3. For more 
information, please contact Natalie Broome nbroome@
stpaulba.sa.edu.au

OFFICIAL SCHOOL PHOTOS - FRIDAY 14 JUNE
Please ensure all students wear official winter uniform 
for the upcoming school photos. Remeber also that 
all students must be wearing winter uniform from 
1 June. This includes grey pants paired with grey 
socks, pinafores and pleated winter skirts. If you need 
additional uniform items, please be sure to see Jane 
Sabel in the uniform shop.

Carly Bergen|Wellbeing Leader

General News
SHED MEN GO BUSH
It’s not too late to register! The final newsletter 
regarding the upcoming camp will be sent home. 
Preparations continue for Shed Men Go Bush on the 
weekend of Friday 24 May- Sunday 26 June which again 
promises to be a great opportunity for dads/male 
caregivers to get away and enjoy quality time together 
as well as structured activities. If you need a registration 
form, please collect one from the front office. Don’t be 
put off if you can’t make the whole weekend- just let 
the planning team know when you can make it on the 
registration form and they will ensure you are looked 
after.

UNPLUGGED PARENT WORKSHOP AT ENDEAVOUR 
COLLEGE
Attached to the newsletter is information about a free 
upcoming parent information session at Endeavour 
College on Wednesday 22 May 6:30pm-8:00pm.

UCWB and Psychology SA in partnership with 
GameQuitters and CGI Clinic presents Unplugged, a 
workshop to help parents understand problematic 
gaming and identify when a child or young person is 
at risk and learn proven strategies to help manage 
healthier online use.

To register, please book online via trybooking. Search: 
Unplugged Endeavour College. Any questions please 
email Marni Harding: Marni.Harding@endeavour.
sa.edu.au

WOOLWORTHS EARN & LEARN
The Woolworths Earn & Learn program is BACK! The 
program gives schools around Australia the chance to 
earn amazing school equipment. 

Collect stickers between 1 May and 25 June 2019. Stick 
them on the sticker sheets and return to the boxes 
located in the front office or near the canteen.

Thank you to the families who have already returned 
stickers. We are well on our way to earning some 
awesome equipment!

ST PAUL APP
Have you downloaded the St Paul Lutheran App?
Search at the App Store “St Paul Lutheran School”.
The App has many features including staff email 
addresses, calendar, parent portal, plus much more. 
Please call the office if you are having trouble accessing 
the App.

2019-2020 ENTERTAINMENT BOOK
Entertainment Books are now available to purchase 
from the office for $70.00. (Cash only) The funds raised 
by the Entertainment book will be for the School 
Ministry Worker position in the school. 
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OUR VISION:

PROUD MEMBER OF:

OUR VALUES:

God’s Word
2 Timothy 3:16-17

Acceptance
Romans 15:7

Excellence
1 Corinthians 10:31

Respect
Luke 6:31

Compassion
1 John 3:18

Hope
Titus 3:7

Community
2 Corinthians 13:13

Love
1 Corinthians 13:4-8a 

Church News
ST PAUL CELEBRATION WORSHIP AND EXPERIENCE EVENT – ‘UP AND 
ABOUT’
Join us on Sunday 2 June 2019 for our next Celebration Worship Event 
where we will be celebrating Ascension Sunday. If your children would 
like to be involved in the worship service, I would love to hear from you. 
Permission forms have gone out to all students, so please send them in so 
we can start rehearsals!  Louise Venning, School Ministry Worker.

TOOLBOX PARENTING COURSE AT ST PAUL - SOME SPACES ARE STILL 
AVAILABLE!
If you are interest in attending our Toolbox Parenting Course this term, 
there are still a few spaces available. Come along and gather some extra 
‘tools’ to help build a great family team and have fun along the way! Please 
contact the school front office for more information or see the website 
www.parentingplace.nz  

Sessions are held on Tuesday nights at school, 7:00pm-9:00pm from week 
3 to week 8. It is okay to miss a week if you are still interested! Just let the 
front office staff or Louise Venning know if you are keen to join in.

PASTY BAKE 2019 – THURSDAY 23 MAY
It’s back!! The St Paul Lutheran Hearts and Hands first pasty bake will be 
on Thursday 23 May. The good news is we still have 6 scrumptious pasties 
on a tray, not so good news, they are now $14.00 due to ingredient price 
increases!  Please contact Renate Burls with orders on 0405 433 030 no 
later than Wednesday 22 May. Your pasties can be collected from the hall 
kitchen on Thursday afternoon before school pick up. 

SPY – ST PAUL YOUTH
St Paul Youth for children in Years 6-8 runs on the first and third Friday of 
the month during school terms.  Our next SPY is this Friday 17 May.  Time 
7:00pm-9:00pm.  Cost is $2.00 Boys please bring supper to share.  Any 
inquiries please contact Nicole Hall on 0412 686 342.

BACKPACKS 4 SA KIDS
For May we are asking for long sleeved t’shirts, up to size 16 children’s 
please.  If you are able to donate, please drop off to the school front office 
staff and it will be added to the Church collection.  Thank you so much for 
your support.
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Church News Contined
FAITH IN THE HOME

St Paul Church is offering a series of interactive learning experiences for 
children in Reception to Year 4, with their parents, focusing on practices of 
faith in the home.  The aim is to help families explore simple but effective 
ways to “do” faith together as a household in the course of daily life.  

The topics include: Talking the faith together, Faith symbols, Blessing each 
other, Living Thankfully, and Sharing Acts of Kindness.  Each of the five 
sessions will be “stand alone” … so if you can’t make it one week, it won’t 
affect your attendance on another week.  

There is still opportunity for you to come along - just let Pastor Greg know. 
The dates and times coming up are Saturdays 18 May, 25 May and 1 June 
1-2pm at St Paul Church.  Contact Pastor Greg, pastorgreg@stpaul-church.
org.au 

 



Where   Endeavour College 
  85 Mawson Lakes Boulevard    

When  Wednesday 22 May  

Time   6.30pm to 8pm  
   
Cost  Free

Bookings  Book online via trybooking.  
  Search: Unplugged Endeavour College 

UCWB and Psychology SA in partnership with 
GameQuitters and CGI Clinic, presents Unplugged, 
a workshop to help parents understand problematic 
gaming and identify when a child or young person 
is at risk and learn proven strategies to help manage 
healthier online use.  

Have you noticed the following behaviours in your 
child? 
• Anger about not being able to play. 
• Withdrawal from family. 
• Nightmares. 
• Neglecting schoolwork and other duties. 
• Loss of interest in real-world activities or interests. 
• Secrecy around gaming. 
• Spending too much time with online friends to the 

detriment of real friendships. 
• Spending long hours gaming

The valuable workshops cover:
• The mental and physical health implications of high 

levels of gaming.
• Why gamers play (emotional needs and the brain). 
• How to identify signs of problematic gaming.
• How to communicate effectively about gaming and 

technology. 
• Practical tips and proven strategies to combat 

problem gaming (common mistakes to avoid). 
• Current internet and gaming trends, latest scientific 

research. 
• The other dangers of gaming eg: micro-

transactions, loot boxes, in-app purchases. 
• How to manage associated problems (eg: school 

refusal). 

Workshop for parents

Child and Family Services 

Unplugged 
A workshop to help parents learn how to identify problematic gaming and develop 
practical strategies to support healthier gaming and internet use  


